Plant a Tree For Arbor Day: Part Two
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Site and placement of trees is the first step to correct planting. Know the requirements of that
plant for light, moisture, drainage and pH. Do a soil test, and the results will let you know if
Phosphorous is already available and whether lime is needed to correct the pH. Drainage is
also important when doing the grading in planting beds or for individual plantings. We need to
keep in mind the mature size and width of trees and shrubs. Planting too close to buildings or
utilities should be avoided. Mulched beds will help to give a finished look to planting beds while
keeping down weeds, moderating soil temperature, and helping to retain moisture.

If the tree is in a container, dig the hole two or three times wider than the pot. Remove the pot
and check the roots. If the roots are very tight or circle on the outside, use a sharp knife or hand
pruners to cut the roots. These tools should be sanitized and free of dirt. They can be wiped or
sprayed with disinfectant or rubbing alcohol before and after use. If you are planting balled and
burlapped B&B, remove all of the straps, fabric, and wire. Place the root ball in a planting hole
dug no deeper than that ball. For bare root trees, containerized and B&B, find the location of
the lateral roots and plant the tree so that the flare at the base of the trunk is just at the soil line
not deeper. If the drainage isn’t ideal in the location, the root ball can be 2 to 4 inches higher
than the surrounding soil, covering with mulch but no soil. Nitrogen fertilizer is not needed at
this time. You may want to mix a couple of buckets of mushroom compost or leaf mold to add
organic matter to sandy soils or break up clay soils. Backfill and water well, tamping around the
base with the handle of a shovel to remove air pockets. Water the newly planted tree well every
day for a week. Then water every other day the second week, gradually reducing irrigation to
about 1-2” a week.

Mulch can be spread 2 to 4 inches over the planted area. It should be a few inches away from
the trunk to avoid too much moisture. Some commonly used mulches are pine needles,
hardwood mulch, pine bark, and leaves. These eventually break down in the soils and add
organic matter.

Pruning is not usually done at this time for ornamental trees, an exception being fruit trees,
which are specifically trained to optimize sunlight and air circulation. With any tree that is
planted it is always correct to remove broken, damaged or diseased branches.

Light, moisture, space, soil, and use are all important considerations for planting correctly. A
plant in the right place which is correctly planted should give years of enjoyment to the gardener
and possibly future generations of gardeners.
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Read more How Does Your Garden Grow?
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